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In the wake of all that has happened globally and in 
our state over the last year aren’t we all, in a sense, 
standing at the precipice? And, as entrepreneurs 
in practice or in spirit, who doesn’t love a good 
precipice? Sure it’s a risk, but the view is expansive, 
and you get to see all of the prospects ahead. That 
is where Tennessee is right now as well, on the 
precipice: the precipice of opportunity.

Recently, I walked the Fiery Gizzard Trail on the 
plateau between Chattanooga, Cookeville and 
Nashville. It is one of the most scenic hikes in our 
beautiful country, and its highlight is Raven’s Point. 

The precipice. Take me back there any day for the 
risk, the beauty, the scenery at the top, and the 
challenge to get there.

The Fiery Gizzard Trail, with its boulders to traverse, 
streams to navigate, and hills to climb, invites 
many comparisons to the life of an entrepreneur 
and innovator. Luckily for all of us in Tennessee, 
LaunchTN and our network is right there with you 
following along and supporting you on your journey. 
This year, LaunchTN, our Board, and our Network 
Partners successfully advocated for $7 million for 
the Tennessee SBIR/STTR Matching Fund. We’ll 
use those funds over the next year to fuel some 
of the best and brightest emerging companies in 
Tennessee, helping them continue to develop their 
products, grow their businesses and recruit more 
high-tech, knowledge-based jobs in Tennessee.

We are also excited to announce the statewide roll 
out of Twende (Kiswahili for “Let’s go!”), a dedicated 
accelerator program supporting entrepreneurs of 
color to scale their business and create widespread 

From the Interim CEO
On the ‘risk, beauty and challenge’ of entrepreneurship:

Launch Tennessee thanks you  
for your commitment to innovation  
and startup creation in Tennessee.
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economic opportunity. This has been an important initiative 
for numerous Tennessee entrepreneurs, and we look 
forward to supporting its expansion. Find out more inside 
this report.

I hope that this, our 2021 Annual Report, gives you a further 
picture about how LaunchTN is taking risks and finding 
beautiful opportunities across the state. We are here and 
ready to serve Tennessee entrepreneurs with the strong 
support from Tennessee ECD*, our Board of Directors, 
our Network Partners and the Tennessee innovators, 
entrepreneurs and investors that we serve. We have a joint 
vision to continue to grow Tennessee technologies and 
high-tech jobs here. We are seizing these opportunities 
together.

I look forward to LaunchTN continuing to be a risk-taker, to 
accepting our challenges, and to all of us getting up every 
day and working to better this great state while continuing 
to build our innovation-based economy.

Abby 
Abby Trotter at Raven’s Point.

Abby Trotter  
Interim CEO of Launch Tennessee

*Tennessee Economic Development
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Who We  
Are
Launch Tennessee (LaunchTN) is a 501c3 
nonprofit and public-private partnership 
working to make Tennessee the most 
startup-friendly state in the nation. 

What We Do
We’re the premier statewide organization focused 
on connecting entrepreneurs to funds, mentors, 
training, employees, and other necessities.

How We Do It
Leveraging an expansive and ever-growing network 
of Entrepreneur Centers and partner organizations, 
we foster collaboration and deal flow.

Why We Do It
By helping entrepreneurs build companies and 
create jobs here in Tennessee, we’re creating 
economic opportunities to support future 
generations.

Network Partners
LaunchTN works closely with our Network Partners 
and ecosystem builders across the state to 
provide funding and resources for entrepreneurs. 
Partnering with Entrepreneur Centers in seven 
regions, four statewide industry mentor networks 
and Bunker Labs, we facilitate collaboration among 
entrepreneurs, innovators, the private sector, capital 
sources, organizations, institutions, and government.

The LaunchTN team  

with board member Bruce Doeg
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Knoxville Entrepreneur Center is a nonprofit business accelerator 
located on Market Square in downtown Knoxville that exists to 
help entrepreneurs and startups at every stage of the process.

Knoxville  
Entrepreneur  
Center

PARTNER HIGHLIGHT

FY 2021 Key Wins
• Hired a new Director of Strategy, 

Chris McAdoo, and new Director 
of Insights and Development, 
Catherine Porth

• Launched “Made for Knoxville” 
campaign as a storytelling and 
resource platform for Knoxville 
entrepreneurs

• Developed Virtual Maker 
Marketplace for local makers to 
sell products during COVID-19 
shutdowns

• Hosted virtual “Let Her Speak” 
Women’s Summit with 75 attendees 
(hailing from locations from New 
York to Florida) and 5 speakers

• Introduced new virtual workshop 
called “Seeing the Superhero in You” 
that attracted 53 attendees

• Held a virtual Maker City Summit 
with more than 200 attendees

KNOXVILLE
Entrepreneur
Center

The KEC team
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After experiencing amazing chocolates in other 
countries, Ella Livingston developed a passion to provide 
chocolate of the best quality using ingredients from her 
home country, Ghana. Sixty-five percent of the world’s 
chocolate comes from the west coast of Africa, and 
Ella’s family has contributed to the industry through their 
cocoa farms. Now, she’s working to expand that legacy. 

A schoolteacher by day, Ella secured an interest-free 
loan through CO.LAB’s Chattanooga-based Kiva loan 
program — which uses a crowdsourcing model to give 
more small businesses access to capital — to fully launch 
her chocolate business, Cocoa Asante. Her goal is to be a 
bean-to-box company, meaning Ella is working to control 
the entire production process. That will allow her to invest 
back into the communities that are growing the beans.

“Kiva helped me obtain funds for my startup company 
when no traditional bank would... At first I was nervous 

that I wouldn’t be able to get fully funded; but my 
family, friends and the community on the Kiva 

platform showed me that they were people 
rooting for the success of my business.” 

Ella Livingston, Founder of Cocoa Asante

CO.LAB FOUNDER STORY 
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CO.LAB is a 501c3 nonprofit dedicated 
to accelerating startups in the greater 
Chattanooga region, supporting companies 
from launch to scale. 

CO.LAB
PARTNER HIGHLIGHT

“Lindsey’s work as an advocate 
for entrepreneurs in Tennessee 
and across the U.S. makes her the 
preeminent person to lead CO.LAB. 
Lindsey knows the resources 
available to our community, and 
she understands how capital and 
talent can impact our region’s 
innovation economy.”

-George Brown, CO.LAB Chairman,  
founder of Aegle Gear

FY 2021 Key Wins
• Hired new CEO, Lindsey Cox

• Hired new Director of 
Communications, Chloe Morrison

• Won a $300,000 EDA grant to 
launch the Chattanooga Regional 
Catalyst Fund to address Southeast 
Tennessee’s early-stage funding gap

• Moved all programming online during 
pandemic and hosted a successful 
virtual Startup Week 2020

CO.LAB CEO, 
Lindsey Cox
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Sync.Space is a regional entrepreneurial hub in Northeast Tennessee 
connecting entrepreneurs and startups with partners, mentorship, 
investment, and pilot programs.

Sync.Space
After experiencing amazing chocolates in other 
countries, Ella developed a passion to provide 
chocolate of the best quality using ingredients 
from her home country, Ghana. Sixty-five 
percent of the world’s chocolate comes from 
the west coast of Africa, and Ella’s family has 
contributed to the industry through their cocoa 
farms. Now, she’s working to expand that 
legacy. The goal is to be a be 
an-to-box company, meaning Ella is working to 
control the entire production process. That will 
allow her to invest back into the communities 
that are growing the beans.

“Kiva helped me obtain funds for my startup 
company when no traditional bank would... At 
first I was nervous that I wouldn’t be able to 
get fully funded; but my family, friends and the 
community on the Kiva platform showed me 
that they were people rooting for the success 
of my business.”

Founded by Haitian-American 
Rodolphe Pierre-Louis, Action-VFX is 
a Northeast Tennessee digital media 
company whose library of visual 
effects has been used by nearly all 
movie studios. This year, Action-VFX 
launched a subscription service to 
expand its library to independent 
filmmakers and the gaming industry 
and is currently working with  
Sync.Space to bring national 
awareness to Northeast Tennessee’s 
digital media prowess with the goal 
of making Tennessee the “State for 
Entertainment Innovation.”

“Sync.Space is excited 
about the partnerships 
that have formed to 
make East Tennessee the 
Nation’s Epicenter of Rural 
Entrepreneurship.”
-Heath Guinn 
Founder & President of Sync.Space

FY 2021 Key Wins
• Partnered with AgLaunch, KnoxvilleEC, and The 

Biz Foundry to hold the 2nd annual AgLaunch365 
Bootcamp, an intensive 3-week virtual program 
which drew startups from around the U.S.

• Launched COVID-19 restaurant recovery program 
in partnership with Chattanooga-based PROOF, 
marking the first time PROOF had run its program 
outside of Chattanooga

• Sponsored the Golden Trailer Awards, hosted this  
year in Greeneville, TN

PARTNER HIGHLIGHT

The Action-VFX team

SYNC.SPACE FOUNDER STORY 
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The Biz Foundry is a nonprofit entrepreneur 
development center that helps businesses 
start and thrive in the Upper Cumberland. 
Entrepreneurship, innovation, and collaboration are 
intrinsic to economic and social vitality, so The Biz 
Foundry fosters these values through business 
resources, community programs, and one-on-one 
work with local businesses.

The Biz  
Foundry

FY 2021 Key Wins
• Opened two new coworking spaces 

with remote entrepreneurial resources 
available

• Celebrated the 50th episode of 
Powered By Her, The Biz Foundry’s 
female-led podcast

• Ran a successful second Made 
Here Market event

PARTNER HIGHLIGHT

SYNC.SPACE FOUNDER STORY 
Funded in part by LaunchTN through a grant from 
the State of Tennessee, Twende has expanded its 
yearlong accelerator program for entrepreneurs 
of color. Created by the Nashville Entrepreneur 
Center (EC), Twende offers entrepreneurs of  
color access to a world-class curriculum, 
supportive community, and individualized 
mentorship.

“Expanding Twende in coordination with 
LaunchTN means that we’ll get to further build 
on the unique assets of each innovation hot 
spot across the state. 

I hope expansion enables us to further 
elevate the voices and stories of Black 
and LatinX entrepreneurs that are building 
vibrant businesses in Tennessee. These 
stories of hope and inspiration are meaningful 
for all Tennesseans, but especially young 
Tennesseans of color. I want them to see that 
they can build their own futures, and impact 
the economic destiny of their communities 
and home state.”

Brynn Plummer 
Vice President of Equity, Inclusion, and Community 
Nashville Entrepreneur Center

EC’s Twende  
Program Expands  
Across Tennessee
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The Nashville Entrepreneur Center (NEC) serves as 
Nashville’s center for entrepreneurship, supporting 
visionaries—from every background, in any industry, and at 
all phases—by connecting them to critical resources and 
championing their desire to change the world.

Nashville  
Entrepreneur  
Center

FY 2021 Key Wins
• Expanded the Twende accelerator program  

for entrepreneurs of color statewide

• Released NEC’s first annual report in May, along  
with a complete website redesign

• Attracted more than 300 participants to Project  
Healthcare’s inaugural Telehealth Academy program,  
launched in partnership with Olive, Disruption Lab, and  
Sage Growth Partners

• Launched COVID response program, Renew Nashville,  
providing a critical resource for founders

• Saw all cohorts in Project Healthcare, Project Music & 
Entertainment and InFlight graduate with the most revenue 
and investment funds in the EC’s history

“The pandemic required the 
industry to rapidly adopt 
new models of care including 
telehealth, virtual care and digital 
health offerings. We now have 
an opportunity to innovate – to 
expand outside the confines 
of yesterday and integrate 
these solutions within certain 
care delivery processes. The 

pandemic pushed us to think 
creatively, strategically,  

and boldly.”
 
Eric Thrailkill,  
Chairman of Nashville 
Entrepreneur Center’s  

Project Healthcare

PARTNER HIGHLIGHT
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Part of the NEC’s InFlight program 
for businesses in Phase 2 of the 
entrepreneurial lifecycle, CUE uses high 
frequency-inaudible sound to send 
data to people’s cell phones to create 
synchronized light shows — “second-
screen experiences” — at events. 
CUE has partnered with the Nashville 
Predators, New Orleans Saints, Kansas 
City Chiefs, and 75 universities (including 
The University of Tennessee). It has also 
built apps for Bonnaroo, Pilgrimage, and 
Lollapalooza. In 2021, CUE more than 
tripled in size from 5 to 19 employees after 
acquiring a company called Aloompa.

“The EC InFlight program has been 
the best we’ve gone through to date. 
Being in the same area has promoted 
community for me...we’ve finally 
matured past startup - we’re able to 
bounce ideas off one another and try 
different things.”  

-Ira Akers, Founder of CUE Audio

NEC FOUNDER STORY 



PAGE 14

theCO is a resource, collaborative community, 
and support system for everyone from serial 
entrepreneurs to those taking their first plunge into 
business ownership, problem-solving and innovating 
in the West Tennessee area.

theCO
FY 2021 Key Wins
• Awarded a $75K grant through the Delta Regional 

Authority to expand the Dev Catalyst Alumni program, 
which will create more internship and networking 
opportunities for students post-secondary and beyond

• Partnered with local entrepreneurs to create SOUL, a 
networking and learning event for Black business owners

• Moved all programming online during pandemic and 
launched a monthly “virtual office hours” program in 
partnership with local advisors

PARTNER HIGHLIGHT

SOUL: a networking and learning event for Black business owners
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Lauren Smothers opened Light Trap, a 
cozy bookstore in Jackson, with a vision to 
“bring people and communities together.” 
With eight weeks of themed, structured 
business courses, CO.STARTERS provided 
an environment for Lauren to develop the 
framework she needed to bring her vision 
to fruition. 

FPO

“The program really gives you the 
confidence to be able to educate 
your customers. You may pay a little 
bit more for the books in here [...] 
because you are being offered a 
service and experience in shopping 
in a curated selection. You won’t be 
able to get this for 90 miles.”

Lauren Smothers, 
Founder of Light Trap Books

theCO FOUNDER STORY 
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Epicenter’s mission is to provide equitable access to the 
networks, programs, people, capital, and customers that 
entrepreneurs need to launch a business and thrive in the 
greater Memphis area.

Epicenter
PARTNER HIGHLIGHT
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MILITARY COMMUNITY

Bunker Labs provides community, 
programs, and courses to help military 
veterans and military spouses start and 
grow successful businesses and startups.

FY 2021 Key Wins
• Launched the Innovation Lab—a tech 

pre-accelerator— to prepare early-stage 
startups for the rigor of full-time  
accelerator programs

• Launched the Zeroto510 Medical Device 
Accelerator in hybrid format

• Relaunched Epicenter’s Office Hours 
program in a virtual format to connect 
entrepreneurs to focused support from 
Epicenter’s Experts-in-Residence

• Launched three startups from the 
Patents2Products (P2P) Fellowship in 
partnership with the University of Memphis

• Completed five CO.STARTERS cohorts, 
including one hosted with Frayser Connect, 
powered by MassMutual

• Hired Kiesha Kelsey and Choya Johnson  
to expand capital support for entrepreneurs

• Established a new headquarters in 
downtown Memphis 

• Appointed Jessica Taveau as President  
and CEO

Epicenter

Epicenter 
President and 

CEO Jessica 
Taveau
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ENERGY

TAEBC champions advanced energy 
as an economic development and job 
creation strategy for Tennessee. TAEBC 
partnered with Launch Tennessee to lead 
the Energy Mentor Network and foster 
the growth of Tennessee advanced 
energy technologies and startups by 
connecting entrepreneurs with mentors 
and industry-specific expertise.

The LaunchTN Mentor Networks program is a statewide 
mentoring resource for early-stage companies. The 
objective of the Networks is for entrepreneurs to develop 
a compelling commercialization strategy and prepare for 
funding and growth.

Mentor Networks
PARTNER HIGHLIGHT
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LIFE SCIENCES

BioTN has been a leader in life science 
and STEM-related economic and 
workforce development programs, 
partnerships, and advocacy efforts. 
The Life Science Mentor Network 
provides unique access to industry 
assets and networking opportunities, 
as well as opportunities to participate 
in BioTN and Launch Tennessee 
programming.

AGTECH

AgLaunch and the Knoxville 
Entrepreneur Center partner to power 
the AgTech Mentor Network, creating 
a meaningful feedback loop for TN-
based startups that engages industry 
veterans, startup experts, and farmers 
to bring additional investment and 
create more viable AgTech companies 
in Tennessee.

AUTOMOTIVE & MOBILITY

TennSMART brings together leaders from 
the public and private sectors to accelerate 
the development and deployment of new 
intelligent mobility innovations that improve 
safety and accessibility, reduce emissions, 
and enhance system operations. 

KNOXVILLE
Entrepreneur
Center
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Strategic  
Initiatives

OUR ‘WHY’:

Did you know... ?

2/3 of matching fund companies  
have underserved representation  
(females, minorities, veterans, or people with disabilities)

50% 
of startups awarded 
LaunchTN microgrants 
have gone on to win 
an SBIR/STTR Award

We’ve awarded 

$7 million
in SBIR Matching 
Funds to 44 
companies since FY20

micrograntees have 
gone on to win SBIR 
Matching Funds in  
the past year

1-in-4
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Entrepreneurs bring their ideas and 
ambition. We fuel their success with 

strategic funding.

Igniting 
entrepreneurship

CAPITAL FORMATION

We’re creating an infrastructure 
of talent and resources to help 

entrepreneurs succeed and scale.

Building the 
pipeline

TALENT DEVELOPMENT

INNOVATION AND COMMERCIALIZATION

Bringing ideas  
to market

We’re working with network partners  
and academia to fund and build 

 tech-based companies and innovation.
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SBIR/STTR Matching Fund recipient

Part of Tennessee’s growing medical device 
development and innovation ecosystem, 
biotech startup Yaya Scientific collaborates 
closely with physicians and clinicians to 
develop diagnostic, therapeutic and integrated 
hardware solutions to solve today’s biomedical 
challenges — from more precise medical 
imaging to detecting and noninvasively 
identifying nerves during surgery.
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SBIR/STTR Matching Fund 
Impact to Date

Innovation
Building an innovation economy in Tennessee

Tennessee General Assembly allocates 
$7M to the SBIR/STTR Matching Fund
Developed and administered by Launch Tennessee, the Small 
Business Innovation Research/Small Business Technology 
Transfer Matching Fund advances the commercialization of 
technological innovations across the state.

Thanks to $7M in reallocated funds from Governor Lee 
and the Tennessee General Assembly, we matched and 
supported 44 innovative startups.

SBIR/STTR Matching Fund recipient

IQuity is a data analytics company 
that leverages machine learning to 
predict, detect, monitor, and stratify 
severity of disease, helping to improve 
patient outcomes and lower costs. 
Among IQuity’s innovations and 
breakthroughs: a machine learning-
based data analytics platform, new 
methods to detect autoimmune 
disease early, and new RNA-based 
blood tests that distinguish between 
diseases that are difficult to diagnose 
(such as fibromyalgia and other 
rheumatic diseases).

505
new jobs created

$11.24 Return of $11.24 for every  
public dollar invested

$146,125,214
in economic impact to Tennessee

For more information on Innovation + Commercialization, please contact  
Chuck Layne, Innovation Manager, at chuck@launchtn.org.
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“LaunchTN played a crucial role in our fundraising efforts during 
our first round of funding. Their support was a signal of support 

to local investors, which helped us close the round.”

Luke Benda, CEO and Co-Founder at Healing Innovations
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Igniting  
Entrepreneurship

CAPITAL FORMATION

Capital  
Formation 
Impact Numbers

 90% are still in business

$10.2 Million
in Angel Tax Credit investments 
were made across 33 companies

 Leveraged $10.6M in private capital

$1,056,741
in total investments from the Impact 
Fund, supporting 10 companies
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Branch Technologies 
revolutionizes construction 
with 3D printing technology
 
Chattanooga-based Branch Technologies, which 
started seven years ago as a three-person 
company, erected the exterior of the new 
Tennessee Valley Federal Credit Union branch on 
20th street in 2021—one of the first 3D printed 
commercial buildings in America. Thanks to a $300K 
state matching grant, we can expect this highly 
efficient, sustainable technology to become more 
mainstream.

Once part of LaunchTN’s The Tenn accelerator 
program, the company expects to double in the 
next few years as it expands outside of the U.S. 
and continuously improves its 3D printing materials 
and technologies. Soon, Branch will even have a 
footprint outside of Earth. The company is currently 
contracting with the Department of Defense and 
NASA for projects on other planets.
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Branch Technology completed an $11M funding round led by EquipmentShare 
to grow its fleet of construction 3D printers 



Portfolio Company Highlights

Winter Innovations 
received FDA clearance for 
their product, the EasyWhip

MedHaul and SecondKeys 
received investment 
from Morgan Stanley’s 
Multicultural Innovation Lab

Healing Innovations took 
their product to market 
after four years of research  
and development

Capital Formation
A continuum of capital resources for Tennessee startups

Impact Fund
The Impact Fund provides pre-seed and seed-stage capital to Tennessee 
startups from a mix of industries, backgrounds, and geographies. Our portfolio 
of programs, relationships, and resources helps maximize investors’ ROI in the 
form of real dollars, jobs, capital investment, and innovation leadership.

“The support we have gotten from  
Tennessee was definitely a draw to bring us here  
and has really aided in our company’s growth.”

Branch Technologies Founder Platt Boyd
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Southeast Capital Calls
Launched in 2020, our quarterly Capital Calls highlight 
emerging sectors and trends, facilitate connections and 
conversations, and attract capital from around the world. 

• Focused sessions and discussions around a specific 
industry sector or category

• Notable keynote speakers, thought leaders, and industry 
“titans”

• Robust networking opportunities for attendees to connect, 
share, and plan

• Previous themes include Impact Investing, Auto and 
Mobility Tech, and Food and AgTech

Angel Tax Credit
In 2017, the Tennessee General Assembly implemented the 
Angel Tax Credit, which awarded investors a non-refundable 
tax credit worth up to 33% of qualifying investments to 
be used against their Hall Income tax liability. As program 
administrator, Launch Tennessee evaluated companies 
seeking enrollment and reviewed applications.

For more information on our Capital Formation programs, please contact  
Khrys Hatch, LaunchTN’s Capital Formation Manager, at khrys@launchtn.org.

Preteckt
Preteckt’s technology predicts 
vehicle breakdowns before they 
happen using hardware placed 
into vehicles’ sensor data and 
“informatics” technology to unlock 
the data. Transportation systems 
everywhere stand to benefit from 
lowered costs, improved safety, and 
fewer service interruptions.
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Building  
the pipeline

TALENT DEVELOPMENT
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47% of this year’s interns  
were Tennessee natives

Talent  
Development

Cultivating the next generation of Tennessee entrepreneurs

Internship Program
More than 240 undergraduate and graduate students have participated 
in our internship program to date, working with growing startups and 
ecosystem builders in Tennessee. 

Our alumni consistently share that the diverse experiences and 
relationships they develop in the summer program are memorable, 
enjoyable, and highly relevant to anyone pursuing an innovative career path.

Summer Internship Program FY21 Higlights

“The internship program has allowed us to bring on incredible 
and diverse talented college students and give them a 

meaningful experience while meaningfully shaping our company.”

-Shani Dowell, Possip

32
host  
companies

42
interns 
placed

57%
of interns 
were women

9
interns were 
hired on full-time
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Job Board
The LaunchTN Job Board is our go-to, centralized tool for 
connecting talent to startup and innovation-centered careers 
and companies in TN. As more job seekers call Tennessee 
home or look for work within the state, the Job Board features 
up to 100 companies and hundreds of open positions at any 
time. Highlighted positions are also shared weekly in The Pitch 
to give readers active access into hiring companies.

FY21 saw a growing number of job listings, as well as unique 
visitors, as both the platform and Tennessee’s tech jobs market 
gained momentum.

Job Board  
FY21 Highlights

2,636
Job Clicks

1,831
Company 
Profile Views

New Job  
Listings +242%
Total Job  
Listings  +122%
Unique  
Visitors +15%

Top 5 In-Demand Roles

Top Hiring Regions

  Sales & Business Development
  Software Engineering
  Operations
  Marketing & Communications
  Administration

  Nashville
  Knoxville
  Chattanooga 
  Memphis
  Remote

For more information about our talent building program, please contact  
Ashlin Smith at ashlin@launchtn.org.
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Thinking Bigger,  
Together

LAUNCH TENNESSEE EVENTS
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3686: What’s Next?
Over the past year, we have engaged more 
than 75 corporations in a variety of ways. As 
we look to reinvision how partnerships play a 
role at the organization, we’ve uncovered new 
possibilities for those partnerships to thrive. 
Besides launching new events and formats, we’re 
developing exciting ways to engage with the 
whole organization, statewide. Stay tuned!

#BuildTN Conversations
One new format we introduced this year is the 
BuildTN interview series, intimate “fireside chat” 
conversations that bring together visionaries, 
entrepreneurs and investors helping to grow 
Tennessee’s entrepreneur ecosystem.

3686 Festival

For more information about partnering on a LaunchTN event, 
please contact Jeremy Tharpe at jeremy@launchtn.org.
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TikTok Small Biz  
Block Party

On September 23, small businesses across 
Tennessee participated in a virtual “block party” 
to learn the basics of TikTok and new social media 
tactics to grow their business. Hosted by Launch 
Tennessee, the event also featured a presentation 
by LaunchTN Interim CEO, Abby Trotter, who 
shared LaunchTN’s vision and resources available 
to small businesses across the state, and a Q&A 
with Nashville-based companies Music City 
Creative and Amelia’s Flower Shop. 
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FY21 by  
the Numbers

A financial snapshot:

Economic development assets increased to 
$13,009,861 from $10,805,428 due to the purchase 
of new investments in Tennessee startups.

Looking ahead to FY22, the State of Tennessee 
has allocated $7 million in matching grants to be 
awarded to Tennessee companies receiving federal 
Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small 
Business Technology Transfer (STTR) grants. These 
allocations are awarded through LaunchTN.

Upgraded our accounting system, creating a 
more robust reporting infrastructure for the 
organization.
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Success Metrics  
for FY21

*FY21 data collected from LaunchTN and our Network Partners

Tennessee 
Events Hosted

358

Active Network  
Mentors

1,230(based on demographics, 
geography or industry)

Startup 
Touchpoints

7,617

81% 
completion 
rate624

Program  
Graduates  
(cohorts)

Capital Funding  
Events

135
Event Participants

11,914
Corporations  
Engaged
(includes  
sponsorships)

75.00%    
from FY20175

Counties
Represented

64

65% 
Underrepresented

Participants
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Meet  
the Team

Charles Layne
Innovation Manager

Katherine Reall
Finance &  
Administration Director

Ashley Currie
Marketing &  
Communications Director

Geo Mirador
Capital Formation  
Coordinator

Mahni Ghorashi
Chief Strategy Officer

Abby Trotter
Interim CEO

Evan Prislovsky
Talent Coordinator

Khrys Hatch
Capital Formation Manager

Ashlin Smith 
Network & Talent Manager

Jeremy Tharp
Partnerships &  
Events Director

Sam Elliott
Accounting Manager

Not pictured: Trent Whicker, Grant Manager
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The LaunchTN Board

Bob Rolfe (Chairman)  
Commissioner 
Tennessee Department of Economic  
& Community Development

Calvin Anderson 
President 
Clear Strategies Group

A.J. Bahou 
Partner 
Waller Lansden Dortch & Davis, LLP

Tom Ballard 
Chief Alliance Officer 
Pershing Yoakley & Associates (Emeritus)

Alan Bentley 
Assistant Vice Chancellor 
Center for Technology Transfer &  
Commercialization, Vanderbilt University

Stephen Crawford 
Senior Vice President & Chief Technology Officer 
Eastman Chemical Company

Bruce Doeg 
Shareholder 
Baker Donelson Bearman Caldwell & Berkowitz 
(Emeritus) 
 

Shawn Glinter 
Founder & Chief Executive Officer 
Pendant Biosciences, Inc.

Marci Harris 
Chief Executive Officer 
POPVOX

Dr. H.M. “Hash” Hashemian 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
Analysis and Measurement Services Corporation

Rep. Patsy Hazlewood 
Tennessee General Assembly

Rep. Susan Lynn 
Tennessee General Assembly

Kristina Montague 
Managing Partner 
The JumpFund

Dr. Brian Noland 
President 
East Tennessee State University

Dawn Patrick 
Managing Partner 
Cherry Bekaert

 

Dr. Stacey Patterson 
Vice President for Research, Outreach  
and Economic Development 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville

Julia Polk 
Co-founder and Executive Advisor 
Decode Health

Denny Wayne Robinson 
County Executive 
White County Tennessee

David S. Waddell 
President, Chief Executive Officer &  
Chief Investment Strategist 
Waddell and Associates, LLC

Sen. Bo Watson 
Tennessee General Assembly

Marcus Whitney 
Managing Partner 
Jumpstart Nova

Frank Williamson 
Founder & CEO 
Oaklyn Consulting

Dr. Thomas Zacharia 
Laboratory Director 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory



2 
21 

1323 6th Ave N., Nashville, TN 37208 

info@launchtn.org


