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Launch Tennessee serves as the economic 
development arm of the State of Tennessee by 
empowering the entrepreneur and innovation 
ecosystem.  One of only a handful of states 
that coordinate across markets, LaunchTN 
works through 12 network partners and other 
stakeholders to make resources available for 
small businesses, entrepreneurs, innovators, 
and researchers in order to activate sustainable 
economic growth.

Now more than ever, the availability of resources 
for these constituents is crucial as they will lead 
our state’s economic recovery in the years to 
come. 

Our team is focused on five core strategic 
initiatives:

•  Facilitate collaboration among entrepreneurs, 
innovators, the private sector, capital sources, 
organizations, institutions, government, and our 
12 network partners

•  Increase available capital for start-ups

•  Market building activities that expand the 
geographic footprint of our state-wide network

•  Commercialization activities that support 
innovation and research

•  Raising awareness of the opportunities available 
in Tennessee by championing our story to the 
world through marketing, resource deployment, 
and policy advocacy

In the pages that follow, you will find the 
compelling stories of nine entrepreneurs and their 
companies; brief examples of the extraordinary 
impact of our work. We’re grateful for your 
commitment to Tennessee’s entrepreneurial 
ecosystem, and your support for LaunchTN. I look 
forward to working with you in the coming years, 
guided by our vision to make Tennessee the most 
startup-friendly state in the nation.

Respectfully,

Van Tucker 
President & CEO

Letter from the CEO
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How has your organization made an 
impact on Tennessee’s economy and 
community?

As a consumer brand, we constantly produce 
and post engaging content on social media and 
in our marketing efforts. We tap into Nashville’s 
creative community, from photographers, 
videographers, influencers, marketers, 
musicians, and more. We not only employ  
people here but bring awareness to Tennessee 
as a great place for talent and brand building.

How do you support your local 
community?

We are members of 1% for the Planet, so we not 
only look to support local organizations doing 
good, from ShowerUp which provides mobile 
showers for the homeless, to essential workers 
fighting COVID-19 but also seek opportunities to 
support organizations reducing their impact on 
the planet.

What role did Launch Tennessee play  
in your organization’s success?

LaunchTN invested in our venture led round, 
lending us further credibility to the investor 
community, and has been helpful in connecting 
us with a broader network of potential investors, 
advisors, and growth support.

 
“It’s a marathon, not a sprint.  
  Build something people want; doing that well takes time.”
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Beast Brands 
getbeast.com 
Nashville 
 
LaunchTN Assistance 
Impact Fund

President & Founder  
John Cascarano

VP of Brand Strategy  
& Development  
Jay Wilkison



Branch Technology 
www.branch.technology 
Chattanooga

LaunchTN Assistance 
Microgrant, SBIR Winner  
SBIR Match, Impact Fund

Founder & CEO  
R. Platt Boyd IV 



How has your organization made an 
impact on Tennessee’s economy and 
community?

As the inventors of Freeform 3D printing and 
in building out a fleet of the world’s largest 3D 
printers in Chattanooga, Branch has helped 
solidify Tennessee as a home of advanced 
manufacturing, technology development, and 
entrepreneurship. Branch has grown from 2 
employees when it moved to Chattanooga to 
now 45 full-time, creating 43 tech-forward jobs 
even through the COVID-19 pandemic. 

What role did Launch Tennessee play  
in your organization’s success?

LaunchTN has been one of our favorite partners 
in the process of growing in Tennessee. Not 
only have they invested in the company, but 
they have also assisted through networks, 
connections, marketing, professional 
development opportunities, and matching 
Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 
grants. These tangible and intangible assets 
have helped us grow into a new 50,000 sq. ft. 
advanced manufacturing facility in the heart of 
Chattanooga, develop new product workflows, 
and make connections with clients and 
investors. Tennessee is a great place to start 
and scale a business. 

 
“Build a great team and things will fall into place. 
  The people you work with are the most valuable  
  asset in your company.”
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How has your organization made an 
impact on Tennessee’s economy and 
community?

The supportive entrepreneurship economy in 
Tennessee helped make our cofounders  
full-time entrepreneurs working on our 
algorithm and insulin pump technology. We’ve 
been able to talk about and imagine new 
diabetes medical technology with patients 
and physicians in Memphis. Large surgical 
manufacturers tend to cater to trauma care, 
so we think there’s a real opportunity for us 
to focus on the endocrinologists and involve 

them in product development. Partnering with 
local clinics and running trials here in Tennessee 
would help increase awareness of the state for 
the diabetes MedTech industry.

What role did Launch Tennessee play  
in your organization’s success?

LaunchTN’s Impact Fund was a crucial validator 
for our pre-seed round of fundraising. These 
funds solved a big problem for our very early 
stage company where we had too little money 
to quickly fund a prototype but connections to 
ask for private equity were somewhat sparse. 
LaunchTN made a great deal that prioritized us 
as founders in a way that was fair and enabling, 
and helped us secure enough funding to get 
major preclinical milestones accomplished. 

 
“You should feel like a first-timer at something  
   more than just once. Each time you put yourself out there  
    and get done what you need to do to survive and thrive, it’ll get easier.”
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Diatech Diabetes 
diatechdiabetes.com 
Memphis

LaunchTN Assistance 
Life Science Mentor Network,  
Microgrant, Impact Fund

CEO 
John Wilcox

Chief Technology Officer  
Luis E. Blanco 

Chief Scientific Officer  
John Clark Gray



GRIDSMART 
gridsmart.com 
nell-one.com 
Knoxville

LaunchTN Assistance 
INCITE

Founder & CEO  
Bill Malkes



GRIDSMART 
gridsmart.com 
nell-one.com 
Knoxville

LaunchTN Assistance 
INCITE

Founder & CEO  
Bill Malkes

 
How has your organization made an 
impact on Tennessee’s economy and 
community?

GRIDSMART created more than 60 fair wage 
jobs with all of our innovation, marketing, 
and manufacturing in Knoxville, Tennessee.  
GRIDSMART products serve more than 1200 
communities around the world with a presence 
in 49 states and 22 counties.  We grew from 
a white piece of paper to the 2nd largest 
company in our space in 12 years, overtaking 
companies with greater financial resources who 
started decades before us. 

 
What role did Launch Tennessee play  
in your organization’s success?

LaunchTN was critical to GRIDSMART’s success 
and a cornerstone for NellOne Therapeutics.  
GRIDSMART was in an equity slump when the 
INCITE Co-Investment program from LaunchTN 
bridged the chasm to our Series B. The program 
and LaunchTN’s positive marketing legitimized 
our plan and geographic home, we never looked 
back, moving from break-even to the most 
profitable company in our market niche by a 
wide margin.  NellOne is using similar LaunchTN 
programs as a fulcrum to move from Angel 
Capital to our Series A and we can’t wait to see 
what LaunchTN does next.

 
“Define your North Star, understand who you are.  
  Hold true. The world will change and you will adapt.”
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How has your organization made an 
impact on Tennessee’s economy and 
community?

I think our organization has impacted the 
Tennessee community by being one of the few 
MedTech companies in the robotics space.  
This has helped bring a shared community in the 
hardware engineering and software engineering 
space, and created four jobs. 

How do you give back to your local 
community?

We work with LaunchTN, Nashville Entrepreneur 
Center’s Project Healthcare, Life Science 
Tennessee, Co.Lab HealthTech Incubator, and 
have created an ambitious culture that is 
committed to solving the problems of patients 
and clinicians through robotic innovation.

What role did Launch Tennessee play  
in your organization’s success?

LaunchTN played a crucial role in our fundraising 
efforts during our first round of funding. Their 
support was a signal of support to local 
investors, which helped us close the round.

“Pursue the big, impossible problems.  
  If this is your focus, there are many helpers along the way  
  that are excited to help see the vision become a reality.”
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Healing Innovations 
healinginnovations.com 
Nashville

LaunchTN Assistance 
Life Science Mentor Network, 
Microgrant, SBIR Winner,  
Impact Fund

CEO & Cofounder  
Luke Benda



Possip 
possip.com 
Nashville

LaunchTN Assistance 
Impact Fund, Microgrant

Founder & CEO 
Shani Dowell



Possip 
possip.com 
Nashville

LaunchTN Assistance 
Impact Fund, Microgrant

Founder & CEO 
Shani Dowell

 
How has your organization made an 
impact on Tennessee’s economy and 
community?

Possip has created 10 full-time jobs, six of those 
people are working in Tennessee. 46% of our 
employees in Tennessee are people of color. 
We have also created part-time jobs, including 
seven part-time team members in Nashville.  
As the first Black woman-led company in 
Tennessee to raise $1 million, we’re excited to 
see other Black and woman founders also raise 
money for their companies and growth. 

What role did Launch Tennessee play  
in your organization’s success?

LaunchTN has played a role at critical moments 
in Possip’s journey. Through the 3686 Pitch 
Competition, Possip was able to spread our 
message and receive critical investments. After 
that, Possip’s fundraising dollars grew by 250% 
and revenue grew by 500%. This is because 
LaunchTN enabled Possip to receive critical 
investments, which allowed us to scale and 
grow our revenue. LaunchTN has also provided 
talent support. We have a LaunchTN supported 
intern whom we hired after her Freshman year in 
college who continues to work with Possip now 
in her Junior year. 

 
“Take the next best step.  
  Sometimes the journey can feel overwhelming and intimidating.    
  Shrink the journey down to the best step and take that one.”
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How has your organization made an 
impact on Tennessee’s economy and 
community?

SIGNiX, and its sister company ProNvest, 
employs 45 associates and plans to double that 
number over the next year to support our rapid 
growth. In 2020, SIGNiX revenue grew by over 
60%. SIGNiX is in the Top 5 companies in the 
electronic signature and remote online notary 
software industries.  The company owns eight 
patents and is the largest cloud-based digital 
signature provider in North America. 

How do you support your local 
community?

Our employees give their time and money for a 
better Chattanooga, supporting organizations 
like the Chattanooga Food Bank, Habitat for 
Humanity, Chattanooga Community Kitchen and 
Blood Assurance Blood Drive.

What role did Launch Tennessee play  
in your organization’s success?

LaunchTN connected us with the resources 
we needed at the start of our business. There 
were venture capital options for manufacturing 
companies in Tennessee, but financing was not 
as readily available for early-stage technology 
companies. At the time, Chattanooga was not 
the well-known technology hub it is today.

 
“You must believe strongly in what you are doing.  
  Your enthusiasm becomes contagious and spreads to your  
  team, your shareholders, and your consumers.”
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SIGNiX 
signix.com 
Chattanooga

LaunchTN Assistance 
INCITE

Founder & CEO 
Jay Jumper



SOMAVAC 
somavac.com 
Memphis

LaunchTN Assistance 
Life Science Mentor Network,  
Microgrant, Impact Fund

Cofounder & CEO  
Esra Roan



“Get out there and do it!  
  Plan some, analyze some, but get out there and start  
  doing a part of what you wish to do.”

 
How has your organization made an 
impact on Tennessee’s economy and 
community?

We are fortunate to be in the midst of an 
amazing MedTech R&D and manufacturing 
community.  We recruited seasoned 
professionals from our community and 
graduates from the University of Memphis 
Biomedical Engineering Department. In addition, 
all of our team members have received 
education within Tennessee including TTU, UT 
Knoxville, and CBU.  

Because MedTech is so prevalent in Memphis, 
we have been able to link to this existing 
community of vendors and professionals. We 
are grateful for this and we also look forward 
to leveraging our strength in logistics in the 
upcoming years with additional novel solutions. 

What role did Launch Tennessee play  
in your organization’s success?

LaunchTN came in and closed our Series Seed 
round that was led by early-stage institutional 
investors. This occurred at a crucial moment for 
us as the COVID-19 pandemic was beginning. 
They remain one of our most vocal supporters. 
We continue to engage with LaunchTN to 
learn about the opportunities in our region and 
elsewhere.
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How has your organization made an 
impact on Tennessee’s economy and 
community?

Yaya Scientific, LLC has helped make known 
to outside entrepreneurs through our 
engagements and visibility, e.g., serving on 
national technology development panels, 
that there is a culture of medical device 
development brewing in Tennessee and 
that, though nascent, there are budding 
opportunities in Tennessee for translational 
biomedical R&D.

 
 
 

What role did Launch Tennessee play  
in your organization’s success?

LaunchTN educated us on available resources 
for life science startups in Tennessee, 
specifically in the local N  ashville area and served 
as the impetus to help us get over our start-up 
business risk concerns. 

“Do your homework. Find entities such as LaunchTN to educate, 
walk you through, and equip you to be able to successfully get off the ground.”
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Yaya Scientific 
Nashville

Chief Scientific Officer  
Justin Baba
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