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Dear Governor Lee and Members of the Tennessee 

General Assembly:  

 

With Tennessee being one of the few states that 

coordinates funding and resources on a statewide 

level, LaunchTN serves to facilitate these connections 

through entrepreneur centers in seven regions, four 

industry mentor networks across the state, and 

Bunker Labs. We empower a network of resources 

which facilitates collaboration among entrepreneurs, 

innovators, the private sector, capital sources, 

organizations, institutions, and government. We aim to 

stimulate our statewide economy by facilitating capital 

formation, market building and nurturing Tennessee’s 

entrepreneurial ecosystem, making the needed 

resources easy to find, ensuring sustainable growth for 

entrepreneurs and investors.

During my time as Interim CEO of LaunchTN, I have 

spent a great deal of time listening to our Network 

Letter from 
the CEO

VAN TUCKER
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Partners, entrepreneurs, innovators, investors, 

and policy makers. One common theme continues 

to resonate with me: supporting and growing our 

entrepreneurial ecosystem in Tennessee has never 

been more important. 

If anything positive has come from our COVID-19 

experience, it is that the rate of change has 

accelerated significantly, and that is where 

entrepreneurs and innovators shine. Serious 

challenges and opportunities have surfaced as 

a result of our pandemic experience. Our unique 

approach to coordinate resources across the state 

has proven to not only be efficient, but impactful. 

Providing a healthy ecosystem of rich resources for 

entrepreneurs, innovators, and researchers are the 

best chance we have of rapid economic recovery in 

Tennessee, and the nation.

Our partners across the state and our team are 

agile, resilient, and resourceful and have made a 

significant difference in how our state has responded 

to the challenges of COVID-19. Our departing CEO, 

Margaret Dolan, served on the Governor’s COVID-19 

Unified Command Group, helping innovators and large 

companies connect and pivot, ensuring necessary 

resources were available to help Tennessee manage 

our response. We have all transitioned to virtual Van Tucker

environments with tremendous success, and in fact, 

have increased our ability to serve our constituents in 

more impactful ways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the pages that follow, you will read about some of 

our significant achievements. I believe the real returns 

on your continued investment in LaunchTN are the 

successful companies and the stories of their global 

impact. LaunchTN is proud to champion Tennessee’s 

economic story to the world, and we’re grateful for 

your continued support of our mission to be the most 

startup-friendly state in the nation.

Best regards,
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LaunchTN empowers Network Partners and other 
stakeholders by making resources accessible in 
order to activate sustainable economic growth 
in Tennessee. We’re making Tennessee the most 
startup-friendly state in the nation by growing 
Tennessee’s ecosystem for entrepreneurs, 
innovators and investors.

WHO WE ARE

MISSION
Empower a high-functioning network of resources 

focused on core priorities that support Tennessee’s 

entrepreneurial ecosystem.

VISION 
Make Tennessee the most startup-friendly state  

in the nation.

About Launch Tennessee
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ENTREPRENEURS AND STARTUPS are at the forefront of LaunchTN’s vision and Tennessee’s economic prosperity. LaunchTN 

helps guide entrepreneurs and startups towards our Network Partners, which provide capital access and other resources in 

communities and industries across the state.  

Our aim is to stimulate the statewide economy by facilitating capital formation, market building and nurturing Tennessee’s 

entrepreneurial ecosystem. LaunchTN ensures sustainable growth for entrepreneurs and better outcomes for investors by 

providing optimal access to needed resources.CAPITAL FORMATION 

10 partners funded
statewide

73¢  
of every dollar 
spent on strategic 
initiatives

CAPITAL FORMATION 
Expand capital resources and expedite their availability to TN businesses so 

that they can grow, be sustainable, create jobs, and build accessible economic 

prosperity for our state.

MARKET BUILDING 
Facilitate engagements among stakeholders that drive the innovation economy 

forward by optimizing corporate/institutional engagement with startups. We work  

to build shared, centralized resources that enhance our ability to provide access 

to entrepreneur resources in all 95 counties of our state.

ECOSYSTEM DEVELOPMENT 
Enhance the statewide startup ecosystem through our Network Partners and 

other stakeholders while strengthening regional and national connectivity to 

position Tennessee as the most startup-friendly state in the nation.

Strategic Plan
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LaunchTN works closely with Network Partners and ecosystem builders across the 

state to provide funding and resources for entrepreneurs. LaunchTN empowers our 

Network Partners who serve as a direct resource to entrepreneurs.

 

While our Network Partners work directly with entrepreneurs and investors, LaunchTN 

helps guide entrepreneurs, investors, and other stakeholders to the appropriate 

Network Partners based on their respective industry or investment interests.

Partnering with entrepreneur centers in seven regions, four statewide industry mentor 

networks and Bunker Labs, we facilitate collaboration among entrepreneurs, innovators, 

the private sector, capital sources, organizations, institutions, and government.

BioTN

Bunker Labs

TennSMART

AgLaunch

Tennessee Advanced 
Energy Business Council

STATEWIDE PARTNERS

REGIONAL 
ENTREPRENEUER 
CENTERS

Network Partners
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Since joining the LaunchTN network, our 

ability to serve northeast Tennessee’s 

entrepreneurial ecosystem has grown 

tremendously! Connectivity, resources and 

most importantly the team at LaunchTN 

and the Network Partners have helped 

advance Sync Space programming for 

growing startups, and create economic 

opportunities for entrepreneurs in  

our region.

LaunchTN recognizes that if all 

entrepreneurs, regardless of who they are 

or where they are from, are to have access 

to the opportunity, funding, knowledge, 

and support to start a business, 

government has to be an ally. Their efforts 

to make the voices of entrepreneurs 

heard in halls of government are making 

a difference as policymakers better 

understand the challenges entrepreneurs 

face and how to support them.

HEATH GUINN 
 FOUNDER & PRESIDENT, SYNC.SPACE

JASON WIENS 
POLICY DIRECTOR IN  

ENTREPRENEURSHIP AT THE EWING  
MARION KAUFFMAN FOUNDATION

3,453
startups served

SUCCESS METRICS FOR FY20

498

23,436 100
8,223

67
events 
hosted capital funding

events

356
counties

represented

corporations 
engaged

event
participants

program
graduates
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EMPOWER
EMPOWER
EMPOWER
EMPOWER
EMPOWER

STRATEGIC 
INITIATIVES
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LEADING THE PATH TO SUCCESS 



LaunchTN connects investors and various capital providers from around the world to 

the Network Partners and resources most suitable to their interests.  

 

By collaborating with high-functioning and highly connected Network Partners, 

LaunchTN is unique in its ability to efficiently facilitate connections for capital providers 

to the entire state of Tennessee. Well-versed in each area of Tennessee’s strengths and 

specialties, we enable funders to become informed, resulting in reduced time and effort 

otherwise typically spent on research.

LaunchTN has identified access to capital as the number one barrier to startup growth 

in our state. As we continue this work, we have begun to expand our reach by hosting 

events like the Southeast Capital Call and 36|86, as well as participating in the efforts of 

groups like the National Venture Capital Association (NVCA).

Capital Formation
STRATEGY 01
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Angel Tax Credit

“We had several investors invest 
because of the angel tax credit. 
There were also several that put 

in larger checks because the 
credit was available.” 

JESSICA HARTHCOCK,  
UTILIZE HEALTH, CEO

8.6 MILLION

90%

THE IMPACTS OF THE

dollars invested

of companies who received  
ATC funds are still in business

29 companies benefited from 
the Angel Tax Credits

The INCITE Co-Investment Fund was a component of the 

2011 INCITE initiative to drive growth and create knowledge-

based jobs by encouraging investment in small businesses. 

Using $28.8 million of federal funds awarded under the State 

Small Business Credit Initiative, the Fund — administered by 

LaunchTN — matched a portion of investments in Tennessee-

based companies. To date, all $28.8M has been invested, 

leveraging $210 million in additional private capital raised. To 

date, all dollars returned from INCITE Fund investments have 

been allocated to the Impact Fund to continue making new 

investments in Tennessee companies. In FY20, $1.4M was 

deployed to 11 companies through the Impact Fund.

INCITE Fund
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The Impact Fund provides pre-seed and seed stage capital 

to a diverse network of Tennessee startups from a variety 

of industries, backgrounds, and geographies. LaunchTN 

leverages our complete portfolio of programs, relationships, 

and other resources on behalf of Tennessee startups when 

funding is committed from the Impact Fund, maximizing the 

potential return on investment in the form of real dollars, jobs, 

capital investment, and innovation leadership. The fund made 

$1.4 million in investments going to 11 companies, leveraging 

$9.8 million in private capital.

One of our earliest investments, Possip, began after Shani 

Dowell led her company to win a $50,000 investment 

at the 2019 LaunchTN Pitch Competition at 36|86. The 

company’s software platform lets K-12 schools systematically 

collect feedback and data from parents using SMS, and 

then analyze the trends from that data. After winning 

both the grand prize and a $10,000 crowd favorite prize, 

Shani and team presented to the Impact Fund Investment 

Committee which made an additional investment after 

being thoroughly impressed by the company’s product, 

traction, and team growth. Possip’s capital raise carried 

even broader significance as Shani became the first Black 

woman in Tennessee to raise over $1 million in funding in a 

single capital raise, and she is one of approximately 60 Black 

women across the country to do the same.

With the COVID-19 pandemic forcing virtual and hybrid 

learning, Possip is uniquely poised to support the 

communication and feedback needs of school districts. 

In Q4 FY20, they onboarded a noteworthy amount of 

new customers as districts put new learning models in 

place. To support this growth, the company successfully 

raised additional capital from current investors, including 

LaunchTN, far exceeding their original fundraising goals.

Impact Fund



There are some initiatives that can be best executed on a statewide basis versus 

individual markets represented by our Network Partners. LaunchTN seeks to ensure 

that resources are available in all 95 counties in Tennessee, and that opportunities 

exist for all citizens of Tennessee.

Market Building
STRATEGY 02
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LaunchTN has a robust toolkit and focused strategy to support bringing scientific, technology, and innovation 

research to market. Our strategy begins with our industry Mentor Networks in life science, advanced energy, 

agriculture, and automotive technology. Through our Mentor Networks, startups are connected to institutional 

resources and private corporations. To date, Mentor Networks participants and graduates have raised over $19 

million in capital and won over $15 million in grants. 

Startups are further supported by workshops (to over 400 attendees in FY20) and microgrants that help increase 

our state’s win rate for federal grants supporting research and development. The SBIR/STTR win rate for companies 

receiving microgrants at the end of FY20 is 53% - more than double the national average.

Commercialization

18



Awards from the SBIR/STTR Matching Fund then help provide greater leverage of federal grant dollars for 

Tennessee companies to grow and expand, creating sustainable, viable businesses that create jobs. In FY20, 

the Fund awarded $3 million to 28 companies, leveraging almost $11 million in federal dollars. 64% of those 

companies have underserved representation (female, minority, and/or veteran) in their executive leadership.

The success of our commercialization efforts can be a compelling economic development tool not only for 

startups, but also for investors who follow onto SBIR/STTR awards, investing in the recipients.

STATEWIDE INDUSTRY 
MENTOR NETWORKS4

Advanced 
Energy

Automotive/
Mobility Tech

Life  
Science

Ag 
Tech

Workshops & Microgrants help 
prepare companies to apply, 

resulting in a >50% win rate versus 
the national average of <20%. 

increase in dollars awarded in 
Tennessee over the last 3 years.

 SBIR/STTR Matching Fund awarded 
to 52 companies to date (FY18-FY20) new 

hires
leveraged  

federal dollars

as a result >

38.5%

50%+ win rate 

$24m 67$6,000,000 $67,000

Half of Matching Fund 
recipient companies have 
underserved (female, minority, 
and/or veteran) representation 
in their executive leadership.

50%

60% of companies have raised more 
than $53m in private capital, and 
58% have since generated revenue.

average salary across 
all Matching Fund 

recipient companies

In a June 2020 survey of all 
Matching Fund recipients to date,

FY2018-FY20
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Purist Inc.

Purist is developing a technology to enable a distributed network 

of small-scale and underutilized nuclear reactors to produce high 

purity radioisotopes for nuclear medicine applications.

Purist is an Innovation Crossroads company and an active 

participant in LaunchTN’s Energy Mentor Network, managed by 

the Tennessee Advanced Energy Business Council, working on the 

development of a strong commercialization strategy. 

Receiving an SBIR award from the National Institutes of Health 

enabled Purist to develop and de-risk its technology while 

simultaneously affording the company the opportunity to lay the 

foundation for a commercialization pathway.

CASE STUDY

The gracious LaunchTN SBIR matching fund award has 

provided Purist with the means to increase and expand 

on R&D, and business development activities, which will 

ultimately accelerate Purist towards its commercialization 

aspirations. Specifically, it has enabled hiring of a 

business development analyst and provided the funding 

for customer discovery activities. Furthermore, it has 

supplemented our SBIR award by providing funding for 

expenses not covered by the SBIR, which are all essential 

for successful operation of a startup company.

Purist’s participation is characteristic of 

LaunchTN’s successful commercialization 

resource pipeline. Mentor networks, workshops/

microgrants, and access to competitive federal 

funds and state matching dollars lead to 

successful innovation companies creating high 

value jobs and changing the world.

Leila Safavi, PhD 
Cofounder & CEO, Purist Inc.



Virtual Entrepreneurship Program
LaunchTN’s Virtual Entrepreneurship Program is an online educational 

course designed for entrepreneurs and people interested in 

entrepreneurial careers in Tennessee that may not have access to one of 

our seven entrepreneur centers across the state. An introductory course, 

comprehensive material covers subjects from building a human resources 

system, managing cash flow and debt, to expanding and scaling your 

business. The program also includes virtual workshops and 1:1 office hours 

with the course instructor.

The inaugural VEP cohort launched in January 2020, with 46 participants 

representing 18 counties across the state. To date, 65% of participants 

have completed the course, with 85% of the participants representing 

diverse backgrounds.

Gail Moss 
Crossville, TN | Program Graduate

As someone who is in the “Idea Stage” of my business 

adventure, I found the Virtual Entrepreneurship Program an 

invaluable tool to move to the next stages. For persons 

already in the startup phase or even beyond that, the 

course is packed with powerful information that will help 

you steer your business in the right direction and keep 

it on course. Easy to access and use at your own pace, I 

highly recommend The Virtual Entrepreneurship Program.
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The LaunchTN Summer Internship Program provides college 

students with a paid opportunity to work with a growing 

startup or ecosystem builder in Tennessee. Our 200+ 

alumni consistently share that the diverse experiences 

and relationships they develop in the summer program are 

memorable, enjoyable, and highly relevant to anyone pursuing 

an entrepreneurial path. 

Internship  
Program

Amy has been a terrific part 
of the team, and we’re glad 
to have her. The LaunchTN 
Internship Program helped us 
find a great team member.

MASON KAUFFMAN 
CEO, U.S. BIOLOGIC, MEMPHIS

52

36

interns

29 female 

1 nonbinary

22 male

5 
west

14 
middle

17 
east

2020 FY

50% from 
out-of-state schools

50% from 
 In-state schools

63% TN natives (from TN originally)

among 28 startups and  
8 entrepreneur centers

intern  
hosts

FACTS & FIGURES
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In 2019, LaunchTN partnered with the Tennessee-

based startup founder Courtney Jones, to 

expand on an earlier idea LaunchTN tested to 

connect startups to local services providers. 

Together with her company, Bundled, and funding 

from the Appalachian Regional Commission, 

LaunchTN expanded the initiative which connects 

local service providers to promising startups. 

Startups in designated counties benefit from 

the discounted rates offered through Bundled, 

coupled with guidance as they select a vendor, 

and the confidence to ensure vendors have been 

vetted and share a passion for seeing growth in 

early-stage companies.

Bundled service providers offer a wide range of 

expertise including legal, accounting, marketing/

branding, technology development, and 

much more. LaunchTN works with Bundled to 

purchase units that are awarded to startups via 

an application process with support from our 

Network Partners. In FY20, the Bundled Initiative 

served 16 startups with a 200% average return on 

investment in value for the startups.

Bundled Initiative
Vayska, a startup in East Tennessee, utilized their 

Bundled units to launch a video and website 

campaign to fulfill their marketing needs. Another 

East Tennessee startup, PowerUp Fitness created 

a virtual product set to pivot their company to 

address a need for physical fitness programs in a 

COVID environment.

Bundled creates a marketplace for Tennessee 

businesses while bridging a gap for startups 

seeking resources to help support their growth. 

LaunchTN continues to expand the offering 

statewide, connecting early-stage companies to 

the resources they need to grow their business.
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54 438companies  
hiring

unique visitors

company  
page views

clicks on jobs

jobs 
posted

Job Board Statistics July 2019 - June 2020
FY2020

4,051

2,466
2,948

The LaunchTN Job Board is our go-to, centralized tool for connecting talent to startup and innovation careers 

in Tennessee. Launched in April 2019, the platform features 100 Tennessee startups and an average of 150 open 

positions at any given time. 

CONNECT
CONNECT
CONNECT
CONNECT
CONNECT24
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FOSTERING CONNECTIONS

Ecosystem 
Building

STRATEGY 03
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36|86 is our flagship event — a prime opportunity to shine a spotlight 

on Tennessee’s diverse entrepreneurial community and thriving 

innovation economy. While named for the geographic coordinates of 

our state’s capital city, this year’s event moved online to meet the 

challenges of the novel coronavirus outbreak.  

 

Adapting to its new digital meeting ground, 36|86 featured ten days 

of virtual speaker content from industry leaders and opportunities 

for peer-to-peer networking anchored around five tracks that 

reflect core innovation ecosystem topics in Tennessee:  

 

Health, Entertainment, Build, Scale, and Culture.  
 

Leveraging digital platforms to broadcast our mix of live and  

pre-recorded content and create cultivated networking 

opportunities to over 960 registrants, 2020’s 36|86 generated the 

support and community necessary to showcase entrepreneurs 

and businesses with the ideas and individuals that can move their 

organizations forward through investment, advice, or mentorship. 

AMONG OUR 150+ VOICES:  

Van Jones 
Chief Executive Officer, 

REFORM Alliance

Jomayra Herrera 
Investor,  

Cowboy Ventures

Cheryl Campos 
Director of Growth & 

Partnerships, Republic

Garth Brooks  
Singer/Songwriter

Ian Rogers 
Chief Digital Officer, 

 LVMH

Mario Schlosser 
CEO & Cofounder,  

Oscar Health

Eddie George 
Entrepreneur & Former NFL 

Running Back
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36|86 brings together talent from across the 
country in a meaningful way. I appreciate 
how seamlessly the organizers brought 
this year’s event to life virtually online. I had 
dozens of matchups that went off without 
a hitch, and met several founders and 
companies that are a good fit, both as an 
investor and as a mentor. 36|86 set a high 
bar for virtual events in 2020 and beyond.

MELISSA WITHERS, FOUNDING PARTNER, REVUP CAPITAL
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2O2O
BY THE NUMBERS

Attendee 
Demographics

29 states  
represented

Top States Tennessee • Texas  
North Carolina • Georgia 
California • New York

964
attendees

54%
male

46%
female

52%  
Entrepreneurs

18% 
 Investors

30% 
Ecosystem Builders

White 

Hispanic/Latino 

Black/African American 

Asian 

Two or More 

Prefer not to Answer 

67% 
1.7% 

8.6% 
4.3%  
0.6% 
17.8%



To bring members of the innovation and entrepreneurship ecosystem together during this year apart, 

36|86 featured the AI-powered matchmaking platform Brella to suggest 1-on-1 video meetings with other 

36|86 attendees based on common goals, industries, or preferences.

Finalists for the LaunchTN Pitch Competition at 36|86 were Tennessee-founded companies CPRWrap, eva, Filterjoy, 

Glanris, SecondKeys, and Winter Innovations. The prize was the opportunity to pitch for further investments from 

LaunchTN’s Impact Fund. Memphis’ SecondKeys, a platform for property management, was ultimately awarded the 

maximum $150,000 investment after impressing both our 36|86 judges and Impact Fund investment committee. 

Additionally, FilterJoy was voted as this year’s “Crowd Favorite” per a vote from 36|86 attendees, winning a $10,000 

prize to grow their business. 

Brella

LaunchTN Pitch Competition

46%

839
440

68%

attendees  
on platform

meeting requests

accepted meetings
(up from 300+ last year)

attendees  
with meetings

26%

74%

pre-engagement

during event

BRELLA ENGAGEMENT STATS



In mid-June, Ketner Group kicked off media relations to 

help LaunchTN bring 36|86 to the global stage. Together, we 

increased awareness of the event with media, generated 

coverage and increased buzz.  In these past few months we 

generated 54 mentions with 169 million aggregate readership 

in national and local publications alike.

FACTS & FIGURES

Coverage Outreach

Media Coverage

in national and local publications

54 169m
mentions aggregate readership

Despite the new virtual format for 2020, the Student Edition Pitch Competition returned to 

36|86 this year, featuring eight student-run finalist companies representing four universities 

from west, middle, and east Tennessee. These finalists showed why they are all startups to 

watch as they competed for $35,000 in prizes to put towards their business.

Student Edition

ARMS Cyber,  
Vanderbilt  
University 
$20,000

BrantleyMarie 
Medical Devices,  
TN Tech University 
$10,000

WhatNxt,  
Vanderbilt 
University 
$5,000

STUDENT 
EDITION PITCH 
COMPETITION 
WINNERS
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Week on the Hill
POLICY

February featured the third annual Innovation and Entrepreneurship Week on the Hill, where entrepreneurs and 

innovators connected face-to-face with Tennessee legislators to discuss key challenges and exciting opportunities 

surrounding small and emerging businesses and their supporters. LaunchTN’s Network Partners, as well as EO 

Nashville and the Greater Nashville Tech Council, collaborated to illustrate our statewide innovation ecosystem 

directly to policymakers through special events and meetings throughout the week. 

108

200+

454

13
meetings held  
with legislators

legislative reception  
attendees

organizations 
advancing  
entrepreneurship
and technology

entrepreneurs + innovator 
engagements with legislators
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HOSTS OF 2020 LEGISLATIVE RECEPTION
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LaunchTN joined the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation’s “Start Us Up” coalition to 

stand with 150+ organizations across the country in support of the policy framework 

around “America’s New Business Plan.” These efforts work to elevate the voices of 

entrepreneurs to policymakers, with emphasis on four pillars — Funding, Opportunity, 

Knowledge, and Support — that look to help small businesses and entrepreneurs 

overcome the challenges presented by COVID-19 and set our economy up for 

success during and after the pandemic.  

LaunchTN joins Kauffman 
Foundation coalition

AMERICA’S NEW BUSINESS PLAN
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BuildTN shares Tennessee’s entrepreneurial ecosystem story. 

It’s about how, as a statewide community, we collaborate 

and provide resources needed to launch, build, and scale 

businesses. It’s the powerful story of LaunchTN’s statewide 

network and innovative startups that build Tennessee.

Watch 10+ videos  
& listen to the podcast:  
launchtn.org/buildtn

A LAUNCHTN PODCAST

BuildTN
Disrupt the  
Continuum
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Morgan Dent
Market Building Manager

Michaela M. Powell
Office Manager

Brittany Burgess
Director of Partnerships

Khrys Hatch
Capital Formation Manager

Katherine Reall
Director of Accounting

Katie Fuller
Ecosystem Development  
Coordinator

Topher Price
Ecosystem Development Manager

Abby Collins
Capital Formation  
Resource Coordinator

Robert Jackson
Data & Grants Coordinator

Van Tucker
Interim CEO

Jami Creel
Marketing and  
Communications Manager

Allie Mikels
Tech Advancement Manager

Ashlin Wildun
Partnerships Coordinator

Meet  
the Team
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Board of Directors
Bob Rolfe
Chairman, Commissioner 
Tennessee Department of 
Economic & Community 
Development

Calvin Anderson
President, Clear Strategies 
Group

A.J. Bahou
Partner, Waller Lansden 
Dortch & Davis, LLP

Tom Ballard
Chief Alliance Officer, 
Pershing Yoakley & Associates 
(Emeritus)

Alan Bentley
Assistant Vice Chancellor, 
Center for Technology 
Transfer & Commercialization 
Vanderbilt University 

Stephen Crawford
Senior Vice President & Chief 
Technology Officer, Eastman 
Chemical Company 
 
Bruce Doeg
Shareholder, Baker Donelson 
Bearman Caldwell & Berkowitz 
(Emeritus)

Shawn Glinter
Founder & CEO, Pendant 
Biosciences, Inc. 

Marci Harris  
Chief Executive Officer, 
POPVOX
 
Dr. H.M. “Hash” 
Hashemian
President & Chief Executive 
Officer, Analysis and 
Measurement Services 
Corporation

Rep. Patsy Hazlewood
Tennessee General Assembly 
 
Rep. Susan Lynn
Tennessee General Assembly

Kristina Montague
Managing Partner,  
The JumpFund

Dr. Brian Noland
President, East Tennessee 
State University

Dawn Patrick
Managing Partner,  
Cherry Bekaert

Dr. Stacey Patterson
Vice President for Research, 
Outreach and Economic 
Development, University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville

Julia Polk
Chief Strategy Officer, 
Decode Health

Denny Wayne Robinson
County Executive,  
White County Tennessee 

David S. Waddell
President, Chief Executive 
Officer & Chief Investment 
Strategist, Waddell and 
Associates, LLC.

Sen. Bo Watson
Tennessee General Assembly

Frank Williamson
Founder & CEO,  
Oaklyn Consulting

Dr. Thomas Zacharia
Laboratory Director, Oak Ridge 
National Laboratory

37



©2020 Launch Tennessee


