
Launch Tennessee is piloting a new way to deliver services and programs to communities across the state on a 
larger scale. This pilot will occur between January 1 and June 30, 2016 in Northeast and Southern Middle 
Tennessee. We are looking for organizations interested in hosting one or more of programs focused on 
workforce development and business creation in rural regions. LaunchTN has recommended vendors/
programs that communities can choose to work with that have a proven successful track record. If you chose 
to work with a recommended vendor, they have varying levels of services that can include assisting with set up 
and implementation. Organization may also submit alternative curriculums or program structures. Alternate 
curriculums will be vetted to ensure they align with the goals of LaunchTN. LaunchTN will provide a 
predetermined amount of financial support for each program (details are included below). Programs can be 
run between January 1-June 30th (must be launched by June 30th). 

Who is Eligible?
-7KLV�SURJUDP�ZLOO�EH�SLORWHG�ÀUVW�LQ�WKH�6RXWKHUQ�0LGGOH�71�DQG�1RUWKHDVW�71�UHJLRQV including the following 
counties: Perry, Hickman, Lewis, Maury, Marshall, Bedford, Coffee, Moore, Franklin, Lincoln, Giles, Lawrence, 
Wayne Hancock, Hawkins, Greene, Washington, Lincoln, Carter, Sullivan and Johnson. 

Process/Timeline
Process (*All dates are subject to change dependent on influx of applicants and changes to the process based

upon feedback) :
-Step 1: Review all material and contact brittany@launchTN.org with questions or to schedule an introductory call. 
-Step 2: Begin to identify and communicate with necessary partners, sponsors and other supporters. 
-Step 3: Apply via LaunchTN’s website (If you have issues with any application deadlines but still intend to apply, 
please contact brittany@launchtn.org to address). *Application Deadline is December 2nd.
-Step 4: Awards Announced: December 16th 
-Step 5: Implement Programs

*All programs must begin before June 30th, 2016
        -Payment 1 Issued: January 15th 
        -Progress Report 1 Due: April 1st 
        -Payment 2 Issued: April 15th
        -Final Report Due: July 20th

Rural
Entrepreneur
Resources

-Either a 501c3 or for profit organization located in Tier 2 and 3 communities. Must be able to show a proven 
track record of hosting similar programs or have partners identified that help support the program (more details 
are below regarding financial and programmatic needs) The main applicant must be responsible for 
implementing and/or managing the majority of the program rather than contracting out to other individuals. 

Program Categories & LaunchTN Funding

-1-2 Day Youth Program focused on skills in the STEM Field (i.e-100 GOC, 3D printing, robotics etc): $1,100

-Week Long Youth Camp focused on skills in the STEM field (ie. Code Academy/ Computer Programing, 3D printing 
etc.) Program (Code Academy): $5,000

-Computer Coding Semester Long Program (CO:de Catalyst): $3,000

-2-4 Month Business Development Cohort (Co.Starters): $3,500 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Click Here To Apply! 

http://costarters.co/
http://www.attheco.com/codecatalyst/
http://www.tncodeacademy.com/
https://launchtennesseettdc.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_16_copy_1
http://www.100girlsofcode.com/
https://launchtennesseettdc.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_16_copy_1
https://launchtennesseettdc.formstack.com/forms/untitled_form_16


The Preferred Vendors/Programs to host were created in 3 different Entrepreneurship Centers from Tennessee. 
These programs already have a proven track record for success specifically in rural communities. Each program 

has certain costs associated with launching the program and the respective teams works with the host 
organization to set up and implement the programs on varying levels depending on the program. These 

programs include Co.Starters, 100 Girls Code, Code Academy and CO:de Catalyst. The basic details of each 
program, costs components and requirements to implement a successful program are included below. More 
details about each program can also be found in attached materials and on their website. Applicants that 

apply to use one of these programs will likely get further vetting with one of the respective teams and LaunchTN 
to ensure they are equipped to host a successful program. 

Preferred Vendors 

Co.Starters developed by Co.Lab in Chattanooga, TN is a nine-week cohort based program that equips aspiring 
entrepreneurs with the insights, relationships and tools needed to turn ideas into action and turn passion into 
sustainable and thriving endeavors. LaunchTN will provide host organizations $3,500 to cover training and 
facilitator fees plus the cost of a license for 1 year. Additional the organization will incur would include book fees 
that which participants can purchase ($100/participant). 

Requirements:
-Must have a  Co.Starters approved facilitator identified to run the program. If there is not a facilitator in your 
region, LaunchTN will work with you to get interested members in your community trained. 
-Must be able to bring in weekly speakers from the community.

TN Code Academy Code Camps (under Digital Pathways umbrella) and developed by the BizFoundry in 
Cookeville, TN provides organizations with a kit to host a week long code camp in their community. The kit provides 
hosts with the tools to implement a project based boot camp focusing on real world applications. The programs 
teach students basic computer programming skills and caters to ages 10-18. LaunchTN will provide $5,000 to host 
organizations. To host the program if you do not have a trained facilitator in your region the costs of a license and 
facilitator is $5,100 (turn key solution for the Code Academy team to run your program). If you do have a trained 
facilitator in your region the cost is reduced. 

Requirements:
-Must be able to run the camp for 1 week. 
-Must be able to provide computers for participants (10 minimum and 20 participant maximum is recommended)  
-Must either provide a trained/approved facilitator or pay for a facilitator provided by Digital Pathways (this will be 
mostly covered by LaunchTN’s support) 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________



100 Girls of Code also under the Digital Pathways umbrella  programs are free 1 day workshops designed to 
attract more females to the STEM career field. The 1 day workshops introduce participants to computer 
programming, website construction and video game development. LaunchTN will provide $1,200 to cover costs. 
To host the program if you do not have a trained facilitator in your region the costs of a license and facilitator is 
$1,100 (turn key solution for the Code Academy team to run your program). If you do have a trained facilitator in 
your region the cost is reduced. 

Requirements:
-Must be able to run the camp for 1 day. 
-Must be able to provide computers for participants (10 minimum and 25 participant maximum is recommended)  
-Must either provide a trained/approved facilitator or pay for a facilitator provided by Digital Pathways (this will 
be mostly covered by LaunchTN’s support) 

CO:de Catalyst was developed by theCO in Jackson, TN that utilizes Treehouse, a self-paced web platform that 
teaches students of all ages how to build a website, learn code, build an application or start a business. The cost 
is $15/ student per month. LaunchTN will provide $3,000 to cover costs. 

Requirements:
-Must be able to launch the program in the spring semester (January) either as a class or club. 
-Must have a teacher or club leader that can monitor the program and help to keep students motivated and 
engaged. 
-Must be able to provide necessary equipment for participants (minimum of 10 and maximum of 25)

____________________________________________________________________________________



CO.STARTERS is a nine-week cohort based 
program that equips aspiring entrepreneurs with 
the insights, relationships, and tools needed to 
turn ideas into action and turn a passion into a 
sustainable and thriving endeavor.

The Starting Point for a Startup Community
CO.STARTERS is a platform to help communities grow local businesses 
and build a vibrant entrepreneurial ecosystem. By bringing 
people together to learn from one another, CO.STARTERS creates a 
strong network of support for starters. Drawing on our work with 
communities worldwide, CO.STARTERS offers a self-sustaining program 
with a short implementation timeline and extensive support resources 
to get something started now in your community.

Bringing High-Growth Tools to Startups of All Kinds
Our story begins in 2008 in Chattanooga, Tennessee where an 
organization called CreateHere recognized a growing need to provide 
business support to artists, creatives, and others who didn’t fit 
traditional economic development models. While providing business 
support was incredibly valuable, the connections and community 
resulting from the program was one of the most beneficial aspects to 
participants. Over the first four years, over 1,000 people went through 
the program, accelerating a cultural renaissance in Chattanooga. 
The work grew to support not only small local businesses, but also 
high-growth startups through the The Company Lab and GIGTANK 
accelerator programs, developing a focus on industry leading 3D 
printing and connected city technologies. CO.STARTERS launched in 
2013, packaging the best of our learnings from years of small business 
support and melding it with the most effective high-growth startup 
methods used in business development today. CO.STARTERS currently 
serves communities all over the country and around the world, with 
thousands participating in the program annually. As more starters 
pursue their passions and more communities organize to help them, 
CO.STARTERS continues to build an ecosystem that provides the best 
support locally, regionally, and nationally.

Business Launching 
Program

CO.STARTERS at a Glance

3000+
course graduates* 
*since 2008, including a previous iteration 

of the program

230+
community leaders trained

45+
locations across the U.S. 
& New Zealand

53%
women graduates

Connect with us

Will Joseph
will@costarters.co

Enoch Elwell
enoch@costarters.co

Rebekah Marr
rebekah@costarters.co

facebook.com/costarters
twitter.com/costarters

costarters.co © 2015 The Company Lab



The PRIZE for first year students is a trip to San Francisco to 
tour Google, LinkedIn and more.

The PRIZE for the winning teams  (one from each semester) 
of second year students is up to them. They have the option 
of going on the San Francisco Trip (if they didn’t get to go the 
previous year), an iPad Mini or an Apple Watch.



TNCODEACADEMY.COM

CREATE GAMES

BUILD WEBSITES

DEVELOP APPS

TN Code Academy is changing lives and putting students on a path for 

success. With fun and engaging programs that encourage collaboration and 

creativity, we help students increase their digital literacy by teaching them 

how to navigate the Internet's vast resources and build integrated platforms. 

Students also develop keen problem-solving skills through our curriculum. 

As a result, our Tennessee students will have a head start in a competitive 

and dynamic job market. TN Code Academy is broadening the economic 

landscape in this state through an innovative and in-demand field, one 

student at a time, one line of code at a time.

Our camps go beyond the code by:

 +Creating a fun & engaging 

  environment

 +Improving digital literacy

 +Instilling problem-solving & 

  logical thinking

 +Encouraging creativity

 +Building collaboration skills

Tennessee Code Academy is a 

program of the Upper Cumberland 

Entrepreneurial Foundation, a 

501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

"The code camp was amazing! A bit mind-blowing, but I learned a lot about 
code and gaming and computers in general. It was a super fun class and I 

will definitely recommend the camp and try to teach my friends what I have 
learned today."

- Tori, Tullahoma, Tennessee



CODE CAMPS
AFTER-SCHOOL

IN-SCHOOL

TURN-KEY SOLUTIONS FOR CODE EDUCATION

CODE CAMPS
We provide you with the curriculum and supplies to host a 
code camp in your own community. Each kit gives your 
students an immersive and engaging experience. The 
week-long bootcamps are project-based and focus on 
real-world application. The camps are formatted for a 
6-hour a day, 5-day course. The curriculum is catered for 
those ages 10 to 18. 

AFTER-SCHOOL
Our after-school program is perfect for public or private 
institutions eager to add to their current course offerings. 
Our curriculum is formatted for and 8-week, 2-day a week, 
2-hour a day course. The curriculum is catered to those 
ages 10 to 18.

PREMIUM PACKAGES
Do you need a complete turn-key option? Our team can 
provide everything needed from beginning to end- instruc-
tor, curriculum, supplies and lunch. Any travel and lodging 
expenses will be negotiated at point of sale. 

Teacher handbooks
Teacher Training

Student Handbooks
Code Camp Supplies
Treehouse discounts

Media Kits
Promotional Materials

DIGITALPATHWAYS.ORG
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